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Introduction 
Death Valley is famous as being one of the hottest, driest and lowest places in 
the world. Temperatures have been known to reach above 55oC and, as the 
name suggests, little lives in this 3,000 square mile area of the western United 
States. Therefore what better place to battle against the elements to fundraise 
and help the deprived children of the world! Before your mind wanders on to the 
horrors of dehydration and sun-stroke it is worth noting that this particular 
challenge is organised in ówinter conditionsô. Participants will get a chance to 
cycle through some of the most stunning scenery that North America has to offer 
in relatively mild conditions (average temperature range from January to April is 
between 12oC and 27oC). In addition to all this, following the rigours of the ride, 
volunteers will be able to relax at the routes finish point ï Las Vegas! 

 
 
Do I Need To Be An Experienced Rider To Take Part? 

The short answer is yes. This challenge requires volunteers 

to cycle for roughly 6 hours a day for 5 consecutive days. 

You will need to be comfortable sitting on the saddle of a 

bicycle. However remember that all our riding will be on 

tarmac and concrete roads and we will be cycling on óroad 

bikesô. The going will be smooth! 

. 
 
 
 
How Fit Do I Need to Be To Take Part? 

Make no mistake ... you donôt have to train like Lance Armstrong to take part in 

this challenge. The average distance covered each day is roughly 50 miles, and 

considering that the average cyclist rides at between 8 and 12 miles an hour you 

can see there will be ample time for rests! It is advisable that all participants 

undertake some form of training regime including some prolonged cycling to get 

used to being in the saddle! 
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How Much Will the Challenge Cost Me? 

The short answer is very little! On reaching the necessary £2200 fundraising 

target you will receive: 

¶ Return flights from Heathrow to Las Vegas 

¶ Airport transfers from Las Vegas airport 

¶ All costs associated with the challenge (i.e. bike hire, camping fees, food, 

support vehicle etc) 

¶ A professional cycling guide to lead you across the Valley 

¶ All your accommodation during the óbasic itineraryô 

¶ Option of a discounted dayôs horseback riding in the Nevada outback 

 

The cost of organising all of the above travel arrangements means 

that of the £2200 sponsorship at least £1100 will come directly to 

Childreach International. If you feel unhappy that some of the 

money you raise will go towards these costs you could pay some of 

them yourselves. Please do make sure that your sponsors are 

aware that some of the money you raise may be used to meet costs. 
 
Please note that there is a non-refundable initial donation of £220 required upon registration. This 
has been put in place to ensure your commitment to the event and to cover administrative costs 
of running the event. 

 
What Extra Costs Will I Have To Meet? 
There are a few costs associated with the package which you will need to meet 
yourself: 

¶ Tips and gratuities for your guides and support crew 

¶ Meals whilst not on the 5-day cycling challenge 

¶ Personal Expenses 

¶ Travel insurance 

 
 
How Will I Reach the Fundraising Target? 
£2200 is a lot of money. The staff at Childreach understand this and are more 

than prepared to help each and every volunteer reach their target. Not only will 

every participant receive a detailed fundraising starter pack on registration with 

Childreach but also the services of an 

experienced group leader to assist with every 

detail of your sponsorship efforts.  
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What Support Does Childreach Offer? 

Throughout the year leading up to your departure, Childreach will make every 

effort to prepare you and help you reach your target. Your group leader will 

spend his/her time organising: 

¶ Group social events 

¶ Group fundraising events to get you on your feet 

¶ Training weekends 

 

In addition to this, after signing up you will be invited to 

attend the group inaugural meeting. An experienced member of the Childreach 

International fundraising staff will attend this session and take you through every 

aspect of the challenge, from fundraising to packing your bag! 

Throughout the year, Childreach will also organise 

briefings on Death Valley itself, cultural sensitivity, health 

and safety and fundraising workshops to help you along 

your way. 

 

 

The fundraising department of Childreach International offer an open contact 

policy. Should you require it, our head office is always manned with an 

experienced member of our department to help you through any difficulties, offer 

advice and pass on any ótop tipsô. 

 

Can I Extend My Trip? 

Apart from the one of hottest and driest places on Earth ... the Western United 

States has a lot to offer! By booking your own flights you will have the opportunity 

to extend your stay and get involved in some of the amazing opportunities 

around you. From rock climbing in the Yosemite Valley to driving along Route 66 

and the Grand Canyon ï there is a lot on offer! In addition, the working 

relationship Childreach has with its local tour-operator means that you will be 

able to do some óWild-Westô horseback riding through the countryside that Billy 

the Kid once called home! After signing up, your group leader or member of 

Childreach staff will be able to provide you with more details before departure. 
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Whatôs The Itinerary? 

Day 1: Departures 

Meeting at London Heathrow airport, the group will assemble in the early 

afternoon. After electronically checking in, you will be boarding an evening flight 

with American Airlines to Dallas airport. On reaching Dallas we will make a flight 

change on to another American Airlines flight bound for Las Vegas airport ï 

eventually arriving early in the morning on Day 2. 

 

Day 2: Arrivals and transfer to the hotel 

Meeting you at the airport will be a 

representative from Escape Adventures (our 

in-country tour operator). Escape Adventures 

will then transport you via their private 

vehicles to the Bonnie Springs Motel. The 

Motel is located a few miles outside the 

central strip of Las Vegas and is the perfect 

setting to relax in before your challenge. With 

swimming pools, Jacuzzis, a fantastic 

restaurant and awesome views of the Nevada countryside the motel is a brilliant 

get away for those who donôt want to spend their day shopping or gambling! 

 

Day 3: Danteôs View ï Lets Start Cycling! 

Rising early you will be collected by an Escape Adventures representative and 

transported to the Death Valley National Park entrance ï the start point of the 

110 mile journey. After fitting out your bikes and getting your helmets on the ride 

begins. The first day is fairly short with a great deal of descent. Starting at the top 

of the black mountains at Danteôs View, looking out over Badwater Basin (the 

lowest, driest point in the Western Hemisphere) we will pass down through the 

Eagle Canyon to our campsite for the night. 

 

Day 4: Furnace Creek to Scottyôs Castle 

The second dayôs cycling is a good break-in 

to the challenge. With just over 3000 feet of 

ascent to cover in 36 miles, we will strive 

towards Scottyôs Caslte ï a cultural heritage 

point of the old West. However donôt worry, 

for those who are feeling the heat, the 

support vehicle will be on hand throughout 

to help out! 
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Day 5: Artistôs Drive 

The most colourful day by far! Our route on this leg takes us part some of the 

most stunning volcanic remnants in the valley. After hitting the high point for the 

day at 1000 feet we have a leisurely descent down the winding road back to 

camp.  

 

Day 6: Sand Dunes, Ghost Town and Beatty 

Leaving the Furnace Creek campsite we will 

head towards the sand dunes of Stovepipe 

Wells ï the most photographed dunes in the 

world! From here out route takes us up 

towards the Daylight Pass, before being 

collected by the support vehicle and 

transported to Red Rock Canyon ï our last 

leg. 

 

Day 7: Red Rock Canyon and Vegas! 

The last day is one of the hardest and yet most rewarding. Starting with a slow 

climb in the morning you will be rewarded by reaching the stunning Red Rock 

Canyon ï the high point of the challenge. From here onwards it is then a steady 

descent through the canyon park, before our short journey back to Las Vegas. 

Once back in the city we will be whisked back to 

the Bonnie Springs Motel for a celebratory dinner 

and party. 

 

 

Day 8: Rest Day 

Today is the day to do whatever you want in the 

pleasure city, Las Vegas! Either taking advantage of the fantastic shopping, 

casinos, restaurants or countryside you will have a chance to properly relax and 

nurse those sore legs! 

 

Day 9: Horseback Riding 

For those who wish, the last day at the Bonnie 

Springs is a chance to take a dayôs discounted 

horse riding out in the Nevada countryside. The 

motel prides itself on offering a true óWild Westô 

ranch style horse riding service. For those who 

arenôt so bothered, there are still many ways to 

stay entertained in Las Vegas. 

 

 


